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A New Home for TaL Am

For many years the various departments of TaL AM -
creative, publishing, warehousing and shipping - were
scattered in different locations around Montreal. We always
dreamed of having an integrated home that would allow us
to serve you in the most efficient way possible, and so we
rented an industrial building and adapted it to our needs.

The 3rd of Tevet, 5768, December 12, 2007, was a historic
day for us; it was the inauguration day of Beit TaL AM -
our new home. The move into this new location has
allowed us to flourish as never before, with all our
different departments integrated, working cohesively and
efficiently.

Following a reception and a tour of our new premises,
Rabbi Mordechai Zeitz, spiritual leader of congregation
Beth Tikvah and former President of the Bronfman Jewish
Education Centre, honored us by affixing a mezuzah on the
entrance doorpost. Our deep appreciation and gratitude to
the AVI CHAI Foundation was expressed through a plaque
dedicating Beit TaL AM to the Foundation, its trustees and
staff, who continue to support us most generously as we
strive to realize our shared mission of Jewish Education for
our children.

The MCs for the evening were Rabbi Zev Lanton and Dr.
Shimshon Hamerman, Principals
of the Hebrew Foundation School
and Solomon Schechter School
in Montreal, who both served on
the TaL AM Advisory Committee.
TaL AM’s Chairman of the Board,
Mr. Zavi Climan, made opening
remarks, in which he noted that
of all the communal organizations
he's worked with, none have
given him “the pleasure, satisfaction and sense of helping
to accomplish something for Clal Israel”. Mr. Climan
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thanked the many people involved in TaL AM: Miriam
Cohen and Drorit Farkas, my capable assistants who have
worked tirelessly for so many years”; Shlomo Shimon, who
oversaw all aspects of the move and ensured its successful
completion; the TaL AM staff — including the talented
writers, graphic design artists, computer experts, research
department, comptroller, and warehouse staff; the Board
of Directors and members of the Advisory Committee; and
The AVI CHAI Foundation, providing us and the Jewish
schools we serve with funding.

Words of thanks to all those involved in the successful
transition to our new home were delivered by Shlomo
Shimon, our Director of Operations, followed by a
delightful performance of TaL AM songs by the Hebrew
Foundation School choir, directed by Amiel Bender. Next
came greetings and congratulations from members of the
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The children learn the proverb “Mishenichnas Adar Marbim BeSimcha” and its
meaning, as well as the story of the holiday, represented by the four main characters
appearing in the Megila. The students also learn about the mizvot and customs we
perform during Purim (reading the Megila, Mishloach Manot, special Purim tzdaka,
the Purim feast, Al Hanissim) and the concept Venahafoch Hu, central to the unit.
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The children review key concepts studied in Grade 1 and expand their study of
the Megila, focusing on the main protagonists and the emotions they experience
throughout the story (joy, anger, fear, hatred, sadness). The unit emphasizes the
concept Venahafoch Hu by examining the various opposites existing in the Megila and
implementing the concept in classroom activities. The children review the mizvot and
customs of the holiday, identifying the letter common to all of them, and summarize
the knowledge they have amassed in their keepsake notebook.
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The unit opens with memory activation, by means of the Memory Box. The story of
the Megila is studied through the medium of a play, employing various intelligences
(speaking, reading and writing; emotion; thinking etc). The play focuses on central
events as they appear in the language of the play and the language of the Megila,
encouraging the students to trace the reasons for these events using divergent
thinking. The students expand their study of the mizvot and customs of Purim while
examining the special significance of each mizvah and custom to Am Israel. In
conclusion, the students write about their Purim activities in the classroom, at home
an in the synagogue.
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Through the Memory Folder the students review all that they have successfully
learned and remembered about the story of the Megila. The joy of the holiday is
presented to the children through jokes; 7 humorous project books enable the
students to differentiate between positive and offensive humor. The Megila story
focuses on the life skill of decision-making by presenting the story in a Problem-
Advice-Solution format, and on the skill of inference, comparing what is explicitly
written in the text with what can be construed reading between the lines. The
students examine the mizvot and customs through the concept Venahafoch Hu.
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A Grade 2 student at The Epstein School, Atlanta, Georgia
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A Grade 1 student, A.J. Heschel School, North Ridge, California
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A Grade 3 student at Akiva School, Montreal
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A Grade 4 student at Noam Schule, Ziirich
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A New Home for TaL Am - continued
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Montreal Jewish community: Mr. Marc Gold, President of
FEDERATION CJA (the Jewish Federation of Montreal);
Mr. Michael Frankel, President of the Bronfman Jewish
Education Centre, our home for many years; Ms. Molly
Mann, President of the Association of Jewish Day Schools;
and Ms. Ellie Grumberg, President of the Association of
Professional Educational Leaders.

Honorary guest Mr. Yossi Prager, Executive Director (North
America) of the AVI CHAI Foundation, congratulated the TaL
AM family on behalf of AVI CHAI, as well as the 29,370 students
learning from TaL AM materials this year. Prager spoke of the
transformative power of education, stating that our experience
as members of the Jewish People isimmeasurably enriched by
Hebrew language mastery. “As the Mishna says,” said Prager,
“there are three crowns in Judaism - Royalty, Priesthood and
Torah knowledge - and the crown of Torah is the greatest of
all” He noted that the goal of Torah study is to gain enough
comfort and master sufficient content so that it becomes “ours”
- the personalized basis upon which each of us approaches
the world. And this, asserted Prager must be in Hebrew, the
original language of the Torah, the living, spoken language of
the Jewish People in Israel, the common language that holds
together Jews from across the globe.
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The singing of Hatikva closed this wonderful, meaningful
evening. We were delighted to have over 100 guests
honor us with their presence, and look forward to continue
serving the TaL AM community, and nurturing a generation
of Jewish children around the world who are literate in the
Hebrew language and equipped with the knowledge, skills
and commitment they need to live vibrant Jewish lives.

Bivracha,
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Upcoming Events
May - August 2008
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Training Institutes & Workshops

+ May 11-14: TaL AM 5 Summative Pilot Test Institute, Montreal
¢ June 22-26: TaL AM 1-5 Institute (Part I), New Jersey

¢ June 29-July 3: TaL AM 1-5 Institutes (Part I), Los Angeles

o July 13-17: TaL AM 1-5 Institutes (Part ), Jerusalem

« July 21-24: School Leadership Institute, Jerusalem

¢ August 17-21: TaL AM 1-5 Institutes (Part ), Toronto

For additional information please visit our website
www.talam.org or send us an e-mail talam@talam.org
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Institute For Principals & Judaic Studies Coordinators
Following the success of our first School Leadership Institute - an institute designed specifically =
for principals and Hebrew/Judaic Studies coordinators - which took place in Jerusalem last summer, n]'“nl, nv'n'1
r ~\ we are pleased to announce our upcoming summer institute. |
;gc;%a?té’mg;}mﬁ;g%g When: Monday, July 21, 2008, 9 am. - Thursday, July 24, 3 pm. || v1orxd IMRD TN 1AM
Director: . ' Where: Ramat Rachel Hotel, Jerusalem, lsrael WWW.taIam.org nmw
& 0_' om Presentation Languages:  Theory in English; Sample lessons in Hebrew; X M
Tova Shimon 1YNY N0 Discussion in Hebrew and English. 4 MRS MWYN 0T
Coordinators: ! Early Bird registration: April 15, 2006 - $100 discount ' '
Miriam Cohen, N2 0N Deadline for registration: ~ May 31, 2006 .
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Drorit Farkas WP NMNT Registration forms are avilable for download at www.talam.org : R'\')‘I'I wmln Yv
Writer and Editor:  :namp1 n2md Schools whose principlas or Hebrew/Judaic Studies Coordinators register for this institute '

Sharonne Cohen M will receive a $100 discount towards a TaL AM Teacher Training Institute offered this year.
Graphic Designer:  »om M¥'y We look forward to learning together this summer!
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