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The Tal AM team YT NHINA

is currently working
on rewriting TaL AM
for Grade 3. We

would like to thank [55

our pilot testing
teachers, whose
experience and
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‘ SCHULE é Aé WAS program. Montreal, May 2005
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During the past few months we held several mid-year training institutes for TaL AM 1 & 2

around the world: in Melbourne, Ziirich, Los Angeles, New Jersey and Montreal. The session
we held with the children’s parents at Noam School in Zlirich echoed throughout the community,
and led to the administration’s decision to present the TaL AM workshop to the school’s general
teaching staff, as well as representatives of the two other Jewish schools in Zrich. In November
we also offered a workshop introducing TaL AM within the framework of the New Jersey Association
of Jewish Day Schools State-Wide Professional Development Conference.

We would like to thank our host in Melbourne, Mr. Adam Segal and the staff of Mount Scopus
College, headed by Monica Brivik, for their gracious hospitality; the Noam School in Zrich for
their warm welcome: Rabbi Goldberger — the school principal, Chassida Charaz — Director of
Judaic and Hebrew Studies, and Eric — the school custodian; Yossef Hakimi-Magen for assisting us
in making contact with our hosts at the University of Judaism in California, and Margot Bennett,
the university’s Conference & Events Director; Ahavas Achim Synagogue and its president,
Mr. Harold Glazer, who hosted us in New Jersey, as well as Miri Gordon, the Hebrew Studies
Coordinator at Rabbi Pessach Raymon Yeshiva, who assisted us in organizing the institute; and
Batya Jacob of the New Jersey Association of Jewish Day Schools under the auspices of the
Orthodox Union. For information regarding upcoming institutes, see p. 4.
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We welcome the schools in the Southern Hemisphere — South America
and Australia — that began implementing TaL AM 2 in February 2006.
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During the month of January we we visited several schools
piloting TaL AM in Europe and the U.S.A. We attended lessons
in order to observe the implementation of the program in
various classrooms, and spoke to teachers and principals.
The visits in Zirich (Noam Schule), California (Pressman
Academy, Brandeis Hillel and Tarbut V’Torah) and New York
(Solomon Schechter), were highly successful. We were warmly
welcomed, and were privileged to witness the children’s
development from Grade 1 to Grade 2 to Grade 3 and to Grade
4, their improved ability to express themselves in Hebrew and
to comprehend Hebrew texts. In the coming months we will be
visiting additional schools pilot testing TaL AM 4.
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Despite the initial challenges and delays in shipment, we have been receiving enthusiastic 2WN O22PN 11N ,NI7WNIA 021DV "NTWRIN 1IANRD N1NY
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Feedback from Grade 3 Pilot Test
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In anticipation of the publication of TaL AM 3 for the coming school year,
we bring you a selection of creative writing on Purim by students in the pilot
testing program, as well a feedback from our pilot testing teachers.

027N DO X202 117N2,NIRAN DTN NIW2A 2 DY 2N D101D NRIPY
IN2n 121,07119 RWI NMDNN YW AXYNN 1012 DTHYN MM2AYN

J1R01IN MMDN N DN21UN

r

DR ...0'T2'N N2 NNRNNI ...ANTNT 1D NXI MIANRD NN ..."2-2 2 NNDN 1D G871 WY
TWH DINIR ..DMWA DR D1NIR D720 .12 D1AXIYN1 DNMNYIAR DDA ...0MN DDRNN
,NN1D] NNWY X101 ,1ANRN NN NN IDINN TN ...0'T2% 012101 D'THN] DD0N W H122
NR 1D DMWPD 11NIR YVIAWN NWID TINY NYWI NND2 NINWA ...0"%0 PRwn?. nve namnd»
.02 %Y 2PN N1ana [XIM NN D" D' "NY NWIdN
1271’2 ,MVIIVX ,]"VWDN D”12 ,1121710W 1D
"There is a nice flow from Grade 2 to Grade 3... The workbooks are well structured and inviting... and are
suitable to the students' scholastic level... The illustrations are clear and appropriate... The library books
are lovely and accessible... The material is challenging, and leads to class discussion, creative writing
and word play... During the study of Parashat Hashavua we discuss how the Parasha connects to our
everyday lives and to the Torah, and the structured sequence facilitates the children's comprehension."
Miri Sternberg, the Epstein School, Atlanta, Georgia
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The Mitzvot of Purim, by Michelle Gelber, a Grade 3 student in Yiffa Ritter's class
at Akiva School, Montreal, Quebec
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"There is a thematic continuation from Grade 2... The workbooks
are beautifully designed, interesting and appealing to the
students... The illustrations are colorful, and the instructions
are clear... The songs are lovely and catchy... The utilization of
the CDs, the various posters, the library books and the guided
books is wonderful... The material is easy to implement, as it is
well organized, interesting and colorful."
Malka Biran, Sinai Akiba Academy, Los Angeles, California
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Students of Hani Cohen's Grade 3 class at Solomon Schechter Academy in Montreal,
Quebec, enact the Megilah story
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"The material is nicely linked to the subject
A sl : _ matter presented in Grade 2. The themes
nimn | e ] and instructions are clear, and the workbooks
N3 3773 are well designed, colorful and inviting. The
e - library books are lovely... and are meticulously
incorporated into the workbooks in a very
interesting way."
SVEL i o Aliza Walker, Brandeis Hillel School,
197010 DR vy ™ San Rafael, California
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Pilot Testing materials for Grade 3
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Sheila S’egel’ Tarbut V'Torah Com. D ay SChOOI’ Creative writing by Eric Punsky, a Grade 3 student in
In vine, California Betty Ben Simon's class at Hebrew Academy, Montreal, Quebec
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TaL AM 3 is Coming Soon |
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Get Ready!

TaL AM 3
will be available
for the 2006-7 school year

Dates for upcoming

TaL AM 3 training institutes

appear in the Upcoming Events column.
Registration and order forms will be sent

in the coming month.
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Upcoming Events
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March - August 2006

Training Institutes & Workshops

May 14-17 - TaL AM 4 Institute (Part Ill), Montreal
June 18-22 - TaL AM 1, 2 & 3 Institutes (Part I), Los Angeles
June 25-29 - TaL AM 1, 2 & 3 Institutes (Part I), New York

July 9-13 - TaL AM 1, 2 & 3 Institutes (Part I), Jerusalem '!,-,'
August 6-10 - TaL AM 1 & 2 Institutes (Part Il), Sydney 1
August 13-14 - Workshop introducing TaL AM 1, 2 & 3, Melbourne

August 20-24 - TaL AM 1, 2 & 3 Institute (Part l), Montreal —

aAn

School Visits
March 28-29 - Visit to The Epstein School, Atlanta
March 30 - Visit to Hillel Torah Day School, Chicago

For additional information please visit our website
http://www.talam.org or send us an e-mail talam@talam.org
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